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Scottish Government Discussion Paper:  Developing an Environment Strategy for Scotland 

The Chartered Institution of Wastes Management (CIWM) is the professional body which represents over 5,000 waste management professionals, predominantly in the UK but also overseas.  The CIWM sets the professional standards for individuals working in the waste management sector and has various grades of membership determined by education, qualification and experience.  

The Scottish Centre Council of the Chartered Institution of Wastes Management welcomes the opportunity of contributing to the Scottish Government discussion paper on Developing an Environment Strategy for Scotland and our comments extend to the strategy affects of the industries and sectors we deal with. 

CIWM is recognised as the foremost professional body representing the complete spectrum of the waste and resources sector. This gives the Institution the widest possible view and, perhaps more pertinently, an objective rather than partial view, given that our goal is for improvement in the management of all wastes and resources.

CIWM Scotland offers these comments based on the extensive experience of a number of our senior members. 
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1) What are your views on the following draft vision for Scotland’s environment and climate change policies?
Our draft vision is for “one planet prosperity”. This means protecting nature and living within
the Earth’s sustainable limits, while building a more prosperous, innovative and successful
nation.

CIWM Scotland supports this vision in principle if more detail can be provided as to how it is anticipated that it will be achieved in practice. 


2) What are your views on the following draft outcomes that will help to achieve this vision?
1. We are a climate leader and play our full role in limiting global temperature rise to well
below 2°C.
2. We are a zero waste, resource efficient nation.
3. Our biodiversity is protected and enhanced, supporting healthy ecosystems.
4. Our air, freshwater, seas and soils are of excellent quality.
5. Everyone can access, enjoy and connect with nature.
6. The global footprint of our consumption and production is sustainable.


CIWM Scotland supports these outcomes in principle. They are very aspirational and will need some further detailed clarification. For example, it is important to understand what is meant by ‘zero waste’ and ‘resource efficient’ in a practical context by reference to the underlying policy and legislative targets that will enable such an outcome. 

It is also important to ensure that all of the underlying policies (existing and future) that will enable these outcomes to be achieved are inter-linked and compatible with each other. For example, the Climate Change Plan relies (to some extent) on the success of the 2021 ban on biodegradable municipal waste to landfill, in respect of which there are still significant practical issues for the waste and resources sector.

With regard to the ‘Brexit’ issue, please refer to CIWM’s recently published position paper – Link to Brexit Paper

3) What are your views on the draft knowledge accounts which will be used to help identify priorities for action in the coming years? What additional sources of key evidence can you add?

Given CIWM Scotland’s remit, we have only considered the knowledge accounts on business and household resource efficiency in respect of which we could comment as follows:

· A consistent approach to domestic recycling is key and more focus on the Household Recycling Charter and similar measures should be a priority. Funding for local authorises is required to make a real difference to behavioural change;

· Considered but fast action to bring in a DRS which works is required;

· Those responsible for packaging need to be held more accountable for the disposal products which they produce as do retailers – something which requires more legislative action (in collaboration with the UK and other international partners);

· Scotland needs to bring its legislation and regulation, on all fronts, into line with the circular economy agenda to ensure that recycling, re-use and re-manufacturing are encouraged and enabled rather than hindered. In some cases (e.g. the re-use of soils, up-cycling of materials etc) regulation which has not been revised to reflect the circular economy route is hampering efforts to deal with materials further up the waste hierarchy. CIWM Scotland can provide specific examples if required.

· Those dealing with both domestic and commercial waste materials will need to focus on the impending landfill ban. All relevant entities (including national and local government and SEPA) should be encouraged to share all data relating to the waste and resource management to accurately determine the capacity gap and plan for how that will be dealt with to prevent: an increase in illegal activity; unnecessary business impacts; overuse of energy from waste; loss of income and tax in Scotland etc. CIWM Scotland is working with all of its network to try and bring attention to this issue and seek solutions and collaboration but there is much more to be done in advance of the ban being brought into force;

· Collaboration throughout the waste and resource management sector should be encouraged. CIWM Scotland continuously works with all relevant parties to try and ensure such collaboration but it needs to become more commonplace.
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