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Incineration18 01 03   
18 01 08

UN 3291 Purple-lidded Sharps 
bin
Purple-lidded Plastic Bin

Sharps and Hazardous 
Medicinal waste
Waste from processes involving 
Hazardous Medicines –
preparation and administration.

Incineration18 01 01
18 01 02
18 01 03
18 01 09

UN 3291 
UN 3249 
UN 1851

Yellow Sack
Yellow-lidded Sharps 
Bin
Yellow Plastic Bin/ Box 
with yellow plastic liner.

Clinical waste for 
Incineration :
All infectious waste
Non-Hazardous Medicinal 
waste generated in clinical 
areas

Treatment then 
Landfill.

18 01 01
18 01 02
18 01 03

UN 3291Orange Bag
Orange-lidded Sharps 
Bin
Orange-lidded Plastic 
Bin/ Box with orange 
plastic liner.

Clinical Waste for 
Treatment :
All infectious waste EXCEPT:
Anatomical tissue & high risk 
waste.
NO MEDICINES

Landfill or 
Incineration/ (EfW)

18 01 04N/A‘Tiger’ BagOffensive Waste

Landfill or 
Incineration/ (EfW)

20 03 01N/ABlack BagHousehold Waste

TREATMENTEWC 
Code/s

UN 
Code/s

COLOURContainer TypeDESCRIPTION
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Incineration18 01 02
18 01 03

UN 3291 Yellow plastic 
bin

Clinical Waste for INCINERATION
e.g. anatomical tissue, high risk 
waste, (vCJD etc.).

Incineration18 01 01
18 01 03
18 01 08

UN 3291 Purple-lidded 
Sharps bin
Purple-lidded 
Plastic Bin

Waste from 
processes 
involving 
Hazardous 
Medicines 

Sharps and 
Hazardous 
Medicinal 
waste.

Incineration18 01 01
18 01 09
18 01 03

UN 3249 
UN 1851

Green-lidded Sharps 
Bin

Non-Hazardous Medicinal Waste
generated in clinical areas.

Autoclaving/ 
Shredding then 
Landfill.

18 01 01
18 01 03

UN 3291Orange-lidded Sharps 
Bin
Orange-lidded Plastic 
Bin/ Box with orange 
plastic liner.

Clinical waste –
suction, intact 
glassware/plastic
s containing liquid 
waste.

Clinical waste –
sharps.

Autoclaving/  
Shredding then 
Landfill.

18 01 03UN 3291Orange SackClinical Waste for TREATMENT
INCLUDES DISCHARGED SYRINGES 
WITHOUT NEEDLES.
NO SHARPS!

Landfill/Incineration 
(EfW)

20 03 01N/ABlack SackHousehold Waste
NO SHARPS!

TREATMENT
OPTIONS

EWC 
Code/s

UN 
Code/s

COLOURCONTAINER 
TYPE

DESCRIPTION OF WASTE

THE SHEFFIELD TEACHING HOSPITALS COLOUR CODING SYST EMTHE SHEFFIELD TEACHING HOSPITALS COLOUR CODING SYST EM
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